THE PROCESS OF AVATARHOOD

Nature/ the virgin Mother, para prakrti, pam maya,
into the lower or human nature. This seems to be
the inner doctrine ol the Christian incarnation; in its
Trinity the Father is above in this inner Hea\en; the
Son or supreme Prakmi become Jiva of the Gita
descends as the divine Man upon earth, in the mortal
bod}; the Holy Spirit, pure Self, Brahmic conscious-
ness is that which makes them one and that also in
which they communicate; for we hear of the Holv
Spirit descending upon Jesus and it is the same descent
which brings down the powers of the higher conscious-
ness into the simple humanity of the Apostles.

But also the higher divine consciousness of the
Purushottama may itself descend into the humanity
and that of the Jiva disappear into it. This is said
by his contemporaries to have happened in the occa-
sional transfigurations of Chaitanya when he who in
his normal consciousness was only the lover and devotee
oi the Lord and rejected all deification, became in
these abnormal moments the Lord himself and so
spoke and acted, with all the outHooding light and
love and power of the divine Presence. Supposing this
to be the normal condition, the human receptacle to
be constanti) no more than a vessel of this divine
Presence and divine Consciousness, we should have
the Avatar according to this intermediary idea of the
incarnation. That easily recommends itself as possible
to our human notions; for if the human being can

1 In the Buddhist legend the name of the mother of Buddha
makes the symbolism clear; in the Christian the symbol seems to
have been attached by a familiar mythopneic process to the actiinl
human mother of Jesus of Nazareth.
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